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There are 7 different type of plastic depending on how they melt it and what they put into it. You can che
to see which type something is by looking at the bottom. Even though there are arrows around these 
numbers this does not make them recyclable

Make Sure It's Clean!

One dirty product, or one with food waste still in it, can contaminate an entire bale, containing thousand
pounds of collected plastics.

This can cause thousands of recyclable items to go to a landfill instead of being recycled.

Plastic #1 is PET /PETE  or Polyethylene terephthalate Most recycling programs take this. Don’t reheat or
reuse this type of plastic

Plastic #2 is HDPE or High-density polyethylene

Opaque tougher plastics like coffee containers or laudry detergent that can withstand higher temperatur
and holds less bacteria. Most cities take this

Plastic number 3 is PVC or Polyvinyl chloride  -- check with your city to see if they accept this 

#4 is LDPE or Low-density polyethylene - AKA plastic bags. NEVER PUT PLASTIC BAGS IN 
RECYCLING BINS. They can shut down a whole plant. Most grocery stores have bins outside so 
customers can drop off used plastic bags for recycling. Or just use reusable bags. Also found in some 
squeeze bottles. Check your city to see if they take other forms of type 4.

Plastic #5 is Polypropylene (PP) is a thermoplastic polymer. It is strong, tough, has a high resistance to h
and acts as a barrier to moisture.Where is Polypropylene found? Yogurt & margarine tubs, plastic cups &
baby bottles, kitchenware, microwavable plastic containers and lids. Check to see if your town takes plas
#5.

Plastic #6 is (PS) or Polystyrene, a petroleum-based plastic. It can either be hard or used in the form of 
styrofoam.Where is Polystyrene found? Polystyrene is widely used in packaging materials and insulation.
Some common items include: Egg cartons, foam cups, to-go foam packaging from restaurants, disposab
cutlery.Its hard to recycle styrofoam although not impossible so check with your city!

Package leftover foods from a restaurant in your own glass or stainless steel containers.Avoid styrofoam 
cups or plates and instead use stainless steel, glass, or bamboo products.Bring your own silverware to fa
food restaurants instead of using their plastic ones.

Plastic #7 can be a little tricky as it stands for “Other” which may or may not contain BPA. It is commonl

used to label Polycarbonate (PC). The letters PC may be present with the recycling symbol, which would 
indicate that the product is made with polycarbonate. It may indicate that it is a biodegradable form of 
plastic made from plants and ill naturally decompose in certain conditions. Unfortunately neither are 
accepted by curbside programs and can shut down whole plants so check first.
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